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this nice didn't think of things like jam and cheese and dried meat as

precious, never got hungry enough to worry about running out.

But Kosika w'as always hungry.

Sadly, the pantr).shelves were sparse. A sack of flour. A pouch of salt. A
single jar of compote that tumed out to be bitter orange (she hated birter

orange). But there, in the back, behind a tin of loose tea, she found a waxy

paper bag of sugar cubes. More than a clozen of them, small and brou'n

and shining like cr,vstals. She'd ahvavs had a s'"veet tooth, and her mouth

begar-r to \\,ater e\ren as she tucked one in her cheek. She knew she should

only t:rke one or trvo and leave the rest, bllt she broke her olvr.r rules :rnd

shoved the u4-role bag in her pocket, sr-rcking on the cube trs she u,ent off in

search of treasure.

The trick was not to take too rluch. People il,ho had enough didn't
notice $rhen one or nvo of rheir tl'rings w,ent missing. The,v figured thev'd

sin-rplv n'risplaced them, pr-rt them dou,n and forgotten u,here.

Maybe, she told herself, the person u4ro'd lived here rvas dead. C)r maybe

thev had simplv gone on a trip. Nlcvbe thev were rich, rich enough to have

a second home ir-r the countn, or a realh' big ship.

She tried to imagine what they u,ere doing as she padded through the

darker.red rooms, openir-rg cupboar:ds and drawers, looking for the glint of
coint. or metrl. or magic.

Something tw'itched at the edge of her sight, and Kosika jurnped,

dropping into a crouch before sl-re realized it was only a mirror. A Iarge,

silvered looking glass, propped on a table. Too big to steal, but still she

drifted tor,vard it, had to stancl on her toes to see her face reflected back.

Kosika didn't knoil'hou,old she w'as. Somewhere betu,een six and seven.

Closer to seven, she gr-ressed, because the davs u'ere just srarring ro get

shorter, and she knew she w,as born right at the point where summer gave

way to fall. Her mother said that was w'hv she looked like she was caught

betrveen, neither here nor there. Her hair, which was neither bloncl nor

bror.r''n. Her eyes, which were neither green nor grey nor blue.

(Kosika didn't see w'hy a person's looks even rnattered. They weren't like

coin. They didn't spend.)

Her gaze dipped. Below the mirror, on the tabie, there was a drau,er.

It didn't have a knob or a h"r

set into another, and'ntren sl

clasp released. The draq-er :

amulets, made of glass or pa
thin strands of copper.

Amplifiers.

She couldn't read the ,sr
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to you.
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out his l'rands, cupped together Iike he had a secret inside. And u.hen he

opened his fingers, Kosika gasped.

There, floating in his palms, was a small blue flame.

And Lark wasn't the onlv one. Over the last few months, the magic had

sprouted up like w'eeds. Only it never really grew inside the grown-ups-at
least, not in the ones who wanred it most. A,{aybe they'd spent too long

trying to force magic to do what they wanted, and it was angry

Kosika didn't care if it skipped them, so long as it found her.

It hadn't, not yet.

She told herself that was okay It had only been a few months since the

new king took the throne and brought the magic u.,irh him. But every da1;

she checked her bodv, hoping to find some hint of change, studied her hands

and waited for a spark.

Now Kosika shoved the arnplifiers in her pocket with the sugar cubes,

and slid the secret drawer shut, and headed for the front door. Her hand

w'as jusr reachirrg for the lock wher-r the light caught on rhe w,oodeu

threshold and she jerked to a stop. It was spelled. She couldn't read the

marks, but Lark had taught her whtrt to look for. She looked balefullv back

at the chimney-it was a lot harder goirrg up than down. But that's exactly

r'vhat she did, climbing into the hearth, and shoving her boots back on,

and shimmying up. By the time Kosika got back onto the roof, she was

breathless, and soot-stained, and she popped anorher sugar cube into her

mouth as a rervard.

She crept to the eclge of the roof and peered down, spotting Lark's
silver-blond head below, hand outstretched as he pretended to sell charrns

to anyone who passed, even though the charms were just sroncs painted

with fake spells and he was really standing there to make sure no one came

home r.nhile she was still inside.

Kosika whistled, and he looked up, head cocked in question. She made

an X with her arms, the sign for a spell she couldn't cross, and he jerked

his head tow'ard the corner, and she liked that they had a language that
didn't need words.

She went to the other side of the roof and lowered herself down the

gutter, dropping to a crouch on the paving stones below. She straightened

1.2



€I

'plp eqs elrl IeeJ req eperu aq rnq 'raqlo.rq 8rq u a.teq t,uprp aqs 'peaq raq

uo puerl srq 1o rq8re.,rr eql 'tleJ tr delt aqr o>lr] ot tou papuere.rd aqs pue 'rreg
uae,t\laq-ur rerl PoUJU eH 'ruEel E are.\\ ,(r.l.L 'ptp s,te,!\1e eq 'JleLI raq a,rr8

p,eq 'uoqr -ro1 ro8 aq re^atuLl.\\ .{\ru>l aqs-slrlnrue eqr patalcod 1re1
. 8.\\ el{l Jo lno

,(rts ol tseq reLI plp aqs 's.,{.ep esaqa 'so,{r -reLI ur.ra8unq r 'req Suripnls ';aq
Sutruou petrets rerllou s(E>lrso) pue '11rqu.ttop rre.\\ daql e41 tueqt pre.ttol

Surddrr rete.tt ro 'taa1 rreql qleeuaq prrrl\ Jo 'spueg -rrelll ur erg qrr.lt dn

8urry,tr palrets uaJplrqr uaLlt lng 'esle auoauos dq 'palue.rt laay ol 'parrlou
aq ot Surqr,tur ne.r.r8 o^ELI plno,\\ E1rso) 'arurt 3uo1 E roJ prry 'tuaq leLI

Surleets pup paq -raq ur Surdaals prrE poo1 :aq Surtee 'asnoq ;aq ur 8ur11enbs

J)rtlt [[ELUS u'r.rJplnq c rllI l)q p)]Ealr s.(u,u1e ptsLl orl.{\'lJqtoul lrH
'Jlosrno^ ro} tno

Iool ol peq nod leqr sE.\\ rr 'raqlou leq ruorJ Surqtiue peurEel p.rqs Jr puv
'lq8netr noi ro8 leqt pur>l aql '1ro,tt pleq eql Surop .ro; pru.\\er raLI sE.,\\ lr
puu 'plp eqs sE qlnru se tou's8urql tea.!\s elrl l,uprp aL[ Jles]eq plot aqs tnq

'tr lnoqu ppq elurl E lle; eLIs pue 'ru8ns aLIt lnoqe >lrE-I IIet l,Lrprp aqs

'Jlrsrurq or Surppon 'uat1l parpnts aq

,(e,rt agr iq pug poo8 e ara.rt daqt ,neu1 's11eds eLIl p€er plnor aq 
^\elr>l 

eqs

pur 'spueq srq ur lelo uraql paurnt ag 'sragriduE eql tno {ool e{rso)

,,1pooB
Surqliue pLrrC,, 'soqlolr req ,Jo toos aql perred puu tno paqlear aH

'qlJea la.\\ Jo rolol aqr '1rep puE rure.&\ e.re,tr sada srq 'pe.tteql lr
aroJrq r1tt5 aqr se aled SE SEr\\ rruq srq qBnoql uale pue '8nr.tto.r8 era.,tt degt

uaq.la. 1oB sdoq de,t teqt ur d18ur8 'rre^ale SEr\ ef-{ 'oot 'alrrus ot lue.,n nod

eperu put ere1 aloq^\ srLI ra^o >loot tELIt pur>l aql 'a1rus lnyreplro.{\ e peq

>1rr1 '8ur1rus sE.{\ eq lng 'Irtsq loqs aLIS *'aq ot paeu I auo re^eqf,]LlA,,

"l 
JSEeQ

e ;o 1.rrB e nod ary,, 'sra8ug srq Surleqs '1re1 pres ,.'e.41soy 's8trr14,,

^E.\\e 
raq Pr^oqs 1r

ueLI.\\ sPueq ar,l1 Jo euo elrg ot lnoqe sE,!r 'paqsElrll aLIS 'sesnoq uoe^Aleq

deB aqr otur rrrl 3ur1nut1 'raq paqqer8 prre lno tor{s splreq 1o rred y
da11e aqr u.uop

petruts ptre 'peu,uo.rJ EIISo) 'ereqt t(use.,\A IIE-I rnq 'punore peloo] pue

peualq8rerts aqs .,uolaq sauol

aql u.4 oP Jlesrar{ Para$otr Fru

leql oBEnBUEI E pEg -ieqr req

palra[ aq pue 'ssorc r uppno:'

eperu oqs 'uortsanb rrr Erelilo--

aLuef, auo ou e.Ins e)leur ot JJpr

polured seuols tsn[ era-tl swl
srurer{tr fles o] pepuerard >q sr

s(>IJET Surltods 'u-rtop prar-

Jeq olur agnc re8ns rf,[roue E

sE^ eqs toor aqt otuo XrPq

'uo lceq stoog reg Sunogs I
dlloexe s.ler.{t lng'u-rlop trPp

>1oeq dlnlapq pa{ooleqs zoT

eql PEer ].LIPInor --

uePoolrl eql uo rlsntJ

PuEr{ raH 'rooP ruo-g 3q

'saqno reSns aqt rpF ro:

spuer{ rol{ parpqs laEuES

',(ep dre,ra tng'rurg rpl.$

erll aJurs sqluou 1f,eJ E u

'Dtl Pl'rnolrIsE
'i(r8ue se,u rr p

3uo1 ool ruads p..{eqt aq

1e-s dn -uur,ror8 e{r epru
peq or8uru agl 'sqluou rr

.}IIIEII

eq ueq,^a Puv 'ePrsur larrJ



And then he gave her a gentle push, and they broke apart, Lark toward

wherever it rvas he went, and Kosika toward home.

She slowed as the house came into sight.

It was small and thin, like a book on a shelf, squeezed betrn,een two

others on a road barely large enough for a cart, let alone a carriage. But

there was a carriage parked in front, and a short man standing by the front

door. The stranger rvasn't knocking, just standing there, smoking a taper,

thin wl-rite smoke pluming around his head. His skir-r was covered in tattoos,

the kind the grown-ups used to bind magic to them. He had e\ren more than

her mother. The marks ran over his hands and up his arms, disappearing

under his shirt and reappearing at his throat. Sl-re u'or-rdered if that meal1t

he was strong, or u''eak.

As if the man could feel her thinking, his head su'iveled torvard her, and

Kosika darted back into the shadou, of the nearest alley She \,,ent xrorlnd

to the back of the house, clirnbed the crates beneath the windou,'. She slid

the frarne up, even though it rvas stiff :rnd she'd alu,'ays had a fear that it
would swing back dou'n ar-rd cut her l-read right off as she was climbing

through. But it didn't, and she shirnmied over the sill, and dropped to the

floor, holding her breath.

She heard voices in the kitchen.

One u,'as her mother's, but she didn't recognize the other. There w':rs a

sound, too. The clink clink clink oi metal. Kosika crept dorvn the hall, and

peered around the dooru,aii ar.rd saw her mother and another man sitting
at the table. I(osika's mother looked like she alw,a'-s did-tired and thin,
like a piece of dried fruit, all the softness sucked awa,v.

But the man, she'd never seen before. He was stringy,, like gristle, his hair

tied back offhis face. A black tattoo that looked like knots of rope traced

the bones on his left hand, which hovered over a stack of coir-rs.

He lifted a few and let them fall, one bv one, back onto the stack. That

\,'as the sound she'd heard.

Clink cLink- clink.

CLink cLink- cLink.

CLink cLink cLink.

"Kosika."

She jumped, startled br
"Come here,' said her m<

each of her fingers and circle

au ar. because she ll;: . ,- -

stepionrard.:rno.r-- a . :l
to stop out of reach. bur sh

"Don't be rude.' snaDrE
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Her mother tried to grab her as she passed, but her limbs were too slou,,

her body worn out from all those years of stealing magic, and Kosika was

out the door before she remembered the other man, and the carriage. He

came at her in a wreath of smoke, but she clucked beneath the circle of his

arms, and took off dou,n the narrow road.

Kosika didn't know what they'd do if the'- caught her.

It didn't matter.

She wouldn't let them.

They were big but she was fast, and even if they knew the streets, she

kr-rew the aileys and the steps and all nine walls and the narrow gaps in the

world-the ones that even Lark couldn't fit through anymore. Her legs

started to hr-rrt and her lungs were burning, but Kosika kept rr-rnr-ring, cutting

between market stalls and shops until the buildings staggered and the path

climbed into steps and gave way onto the Silver V'ood.

And even then, she didn't stop.

None of the other children would go into the wood. Thev said it r.vas

dead, said it was haunted, said there were faces in the trees, eyes watchir-rg

from the peeling grey bark. But Kosika wasn't scared, or at least, not as

scared of the dead forest as she vu'as of those men, with their hungry eves

and shackle hands. She crossed the first line of trees, straight as bars on

a cage, and kept going or-re row, two, three, before pressing herself back

ag,airrst a narrow trurrk.

She closed her eyes, and held her breath, ar-rd tried to listen past the

hammer of her heart. Listen for voices. Listen for footsteps. But the world

was suddenly quiet, and all she heard was the murmur of wind through

the mostly bare branches. The rustle of ir on brittle leaves.

Slowl.v, she opened her eyes. A dozen wooden eyes stared back from the

trees ahead. She waited for one of them to blink, but none of them did.

Kosika could have turned back then, but she didn't. She'd crossed the

edge of the woods, and it had made her bold. So she went deeper, walking
until she couldn't see the rooftops, or the streets, or the castle anymore,

until it felt like she wasn't in the city at all, but somewhere else. Somewhere

calm. Somewhcre quict.

And then she saw him.
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Not the hard, brittle blades that coated the rest of the Silver Vood,
but soft, new shoots, small and green and spreading out beneath him like

a cushion.

She ran her fingers over it, recoiling when her hand accidentally grazed

his skin. The man was cold. Her eyes went to his half-cloak. It looked nice,

and l'arm, and she thought of taking it, but she couldn't bring herself to
touch him again. And yet, she didn't want to leave him, either. She took the

lest of the sugar cubes from the waxy bag and set it in his palm, just as a

.ound .hettered the quiet.

The scrape of metal and the thud of boots.

Kosika le:rpt up, darting into the trees for cover. But they weren't coming

:rfter her. She heard the steps slow, then stop, and she stopped, too, peering

around a narrow trunk. From there, she couldn't see the man on the ground,

but she saw the soldiers standing over him. There were three of thern, their

silver: armor glinting in the thin light. Royal guards.

Kosika couldn't hear what they were saying, but she saw one kneel, heard

another let out a ragged sob. A sound that splintered the woods, and made

her wince, and turn her back, and run.
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taught her how. She had thin quick fir-rgers that were always moving, and

keen dark eyes that twitched over whatever broken thing lav gutted on the

counter, and she talked as she worked, but onlv to the skeleton of the ou.l

that sat nearby

It had no feathers, no flesh, just bones held together by silver thread. She

had named the bird Yares-prince-after Kell N1aresh, to whom it bore

little resemblance, save for its two stone eyes, one of which was blue, the

other black, and the unsettling effect it had on those it met-the result of a

spell that spurred it now and then to click its beak or cock its head, startling

tlns uspectrng customers.

Sure enough, the w'oman currently waiting across the counter jumped.

"Oh," she said, ruffling as if she had feathers of her own. "I didn't know

it was aLit,e."

"It's not," said the apprentice, "strictly speaking." In truth, she often

wonderecl where the line was. After all, the owl had or-rly been spelled to
mimic basic movements, but now and then she'd catch him picking at a

lving where the feathers r,vould be, or notice him staring out the w'indow

with those flat rock e1'es, and she swore that he was thinking sometbing

of his own.

The apprentice returned her attention to the waiting woman. She fetched

a glass jar from beneath the counter. It was roughly the size of her hand,

and shaped like a lantern u,ith six glass sides.

"Here you are then," she said as she set it on the table.

The customer lifted the object carefully, brought it to her lips, and

whispered something. As she did, the lantern lit, the glass sides frosting a

milky white. The apprentice w'atched, and saw what the woman couldn't-
the filaments of light around the object rippied and smoothed, the spellwork

flowing seamlessly as the woman bror,rght it to her ear. The rnessage

rvhispered itself back, and the glass went clear again, the vessel emptv

The woman smiled. "Marvelous," she said, bundling the mended secret-

keeper away inside her coat. She set the coins down in a neat stack, one silver

lish and four red lin.

"Give Master Haskin m,v thanks," she added, already turning awal:

"] u,ill," called the apprentice as the door swung shut.

22



C7

's3or aqt 'qrnlt u1 'puELI uo dael rq8ru doqs .rrudar e passen8 eqs s8urqr

eqr IIy 's11ads palroM-JIELI Jo sl.\\€rrs eLIt ur pere^or .reded ders 1o salrd

pue 's1:et pue slrcued pue sSoo Jo IInl sreI pue-rr8uru ro1 s]rnprror tseq

aqr ',(lrsour 'ra,l1rs pue raddoc-e1qur 1o sloods qtr.^A se^laqs ala.\\ eJeql
'etruEIEq lcelred eqt Ilnlts-doty nq-doLIS s(ur>lspH

'lI urIEIl ol eluof, PErl

euo ou,(t1.u rapuo,r p.,(aql'paxg se,tr .\\Es .(aqr Surqrdra,r.a 1 '8urxy re pooi
ou a-re.\\ no.i lurqr p,iaqt 'ua1o.rq sp^\ 

^\ES 
,(aqr Surqrdra a JI 'a-rell.!\asl!

sseLrrsnq IELII e>lel plno,&\ sreluolsnf, pur ',(ssaur ooI 'ssaursnq 3ur1cu1 a.ra.rr

.od a1 11 Pa>ro or,, r::r::;:; 
:; J;#rffi ::rr:llJ,:;i :::1:

'sseur E plre sseulln1 eruorle.u E uee,\\taq aLrr] erlt Suraol 'paratlnl:
loLr tnq 'papots IIe,!\ uaql 1o 11e 'sdor1ro.\\ plre sasur prre se^ler{s arlt IJO

peruelS reqr rq8rl ,(.ratrnc1 u LIlr.\\ Llroor eLIl Srrrrurer$ ',trop ot ueSoq doqs at1:

punore -crr-rrllrel aqt puE 'su.opur.tt aqr puo.(eg tno Strrnurtlt su.tt iep aq1
'pa11ads re^e p,ells s8urql rsrg erll Jo elro

'8nru aqt ol sIUErll 'roq 11rrs pLrr?-ll pa>lr] eqs ,ru,tt eqr tsn[ 'padae]s-Jelo pur

.ralrq 'eal >pEIq Jo 8r,trs 3uo1 p 
)ool aq5 'aze8 lll sn.ro1 ol :(Ep ]lE rro.!\ eLrs

s-r:uo19 'lll-t uror; prslnrq sJLroq)::L[] 's:.ia .req prqqur-rIps.r l sp^\ ']r \\:Lr)

auo,(nu lerlt torr 'aruru asoq,r-3311113.1dd8 aqr 'doqs el{l ur euolE :uoN
'auop lo8 Surxg atlt sr

3uo1 os'pa.rer i11ear euo ou'lno paurnl t1 ,,'.(snq s,a11,, 'prrs pur clotls er-1t

Jo IrEq eql p.re.\\ol s.raBury rer{ paIrrU tsn[ 'req]oc'l l.uprp erls s,(up asaql
'pt:alsur tELIl ol peturod puE roop sse13 peproru x plrrqeq .tto11rcl r

put sexoq ,tra1 r paddo.rd erls os 'rrrol eqt Surpuads Jo perrl lo8 erls Lraqf

'rreatrg sE,\\ LlJrrf!\ 'a8tl raq ueqt ra8uno i
uaAa pe)ool oq,n lrr8 pe-te-druqs E rrpLIl LItreJ eroru perrdsur 11rls sdnc srq trr

JIBr.l uEur e ,(puareddr af,nrs .,1ton 8ur1.ro,tr isnq sr Jelseru aq1,, ',trs pur
sreLuolsnr ot lno urrq turod p]notr eqs os lsn[ '1ooq e reAo tLrecl puerl srrl

qlIA\ Irpq eLIl rrr lrs pue aruol ot o,r\t Jo url E urrq prud'Lueltst lsaJeau aql

ruory Lretu plo ue paSSerp p,eqs '.uau su,r doqs rLIt ueLI.&\ elr^\t Jo atlro
'asrnotr yo 'ur1se11 relsEtr/V ou sE.{\ eraqf
'qf,lerts ot sreplnolls req uo puaq reLI 3ur11or

'1ools req tuo{ u.^ op paddoq puu 'retunoo aql ruorJ surol eqt rda,trs aq5

'rnqs 3u

delte Sururnl dpeaqe

JaAIrs euo'>pels teau z rn tr\rop s

-terres pepuaru eqt StrrfOrmq'pr

drdura Iessal eqt 'urEEE rr:F
e8esseru aql 'Jee Jaq ol rr rq

4ro.,r,r1eds eql (PaqlooEs 
PUE Fr

-l(uPlnol 
uEIUo,16. eq1 ]s+ir -BE

e Surlso:; saprs sse13 etp -rrl rl:;

pue'sdr1 req ot rr rqBnorq'i
'elgEr arP u

'pueq req Jo ezrs aqt ilSn
Peqrral eq5'uetuo.u Suures

Swqptuos Surlqqr se-$ aq tE

1V\OPUrlv\ Ar{} lno Surre:s wrg

e 1e Surlcrd rurq r{rrrl p-}qs

or pallads uaaq apo pEq lso
uat o aqs qirur q .'8urryaJ

.4 ou>I l(uPrP L, 'u-$o rar{ Jo

'padtunt ratunof ar{r ssorf

Surytrels'peaq slt {ror ro {Pa
E Jo llnseJ eql-l3llr rr asoqi I

eql 'en1q se.4(l qrrrFl Jo euo '
elog 1r ruor{ \ o1 'qsarEl\ Itr$
er{S 'pearql re.rps,tq rafrafc

I Ao ar{l }o uolalals eql o1 r
eqt uo paun8 ,fu1 3tm1r ua1<

pue 'Suraotu sdemp JJa-rn l'l


